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What is the difference between the Parallel and USB interfaces? 
 
Parallel and USB (Universal Serial Bus) are the 2 main interface’s for connecting a Stylus printer to a PC. 
Parallel connects to an LPT port on your computer. USB connects to a USB Controller on your computer. 
USB has a higher data transmission rate. 
 
Parallel 
For an EPSON Stylus printer you will require a Bi-directional Parallel Interface (IEEE-1284). EPSON also 
recommend that the printer be connected directly to the PC, avoiding potential problems that can arise from 
connecting via another peripheral. 
 

 
 

USB 
 
USB has a data transfer rate of 12Mbps making it a more efficient way of transferring data. The square end 
connects to the printer; therefore the other end connects to your PC. 
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